MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES BUILDING


The Department of Mathematical Sciences is the second largest academic department at UNLV, at this time consisting of thirty faculty members, over twenty part-time instructors, and eleven graduate assistants. The number of graduate assistants will increase to twenty one next year. As “Queen of the Sciences”, mathematics is taught as prerequisite and optional courses for numerous academic programs, both at the undergraduate and graduate levels, and it provides a common language in numerous research activities in engineering and in diverse sciences.


Mathematical Sciences is the only department in the College of Sciences without its own building, it suffers because of space shortage, and it is physically isolated from the rest of the College. At present we have been offered trailer space for our part-time instructors and the graduate assistants. These trailers are totally isolated from the Classroom Building Complex. It is important that the graduate assistants and the part-time instructors are close to the rest of the department. In the near future, we will not have space for regular faculty in CBC. This would mean that even the regular faculty will be scattered all over the campus. We are also in desperate need of storage space. We share a conference room with the Department of Psychology and do not have a common room or lounge for the faculty to have informal meetings.


The department has one of the highest student/faculty ratios in the university and it requires adequate space, preferably in one location, not only to meet its basic functions, but also to induce a congenial workplace and to promote collaboration with scientists and engineers on campus. Hence, a high priority in the department’s wish list is to acquire at least part of a new building, dedicated to the sciences closely integrated with the rest of the College, e.g., multidisciplinary studies such as Computational Science in which mathematical modeling and analysis are crucial. It is worthwhile to point out that NSCEE is also in need of a new home on campus and the possibility of joint occupancy may be a viable means of addressing multiple issues.


The following table gives a rough estimate of the total space requirements for the next decade:

Type of Space
No.
 
Net Area




Total
Faculty + Lab
40
15’ x 12’  and   10’ x 12’ =  300 sq. ft. 

12000

GA’s 


15
15’ x 12’  =  180 sq. ft.



  2700

Visitors/PTI’s
   
  5
15’ x 12’  =  180 sq. ft.



    900

Secretaries

  2
15’ x 12’  =  180 sq. ft.



    360

Front Office

  1
15’ x 24’  =  360 sq. ft.



    360

Work/Xerox  Room
  1
15’ x 24’  =  360 sq. ft.



    360

Library/Study Area
  1
30’ x 24’  =  720 sq. ft.



    720

Faculty Lounge
  1
30’ x 24’  =  720 sq. ft.



    720

Storage 

  2
15’ x 12’  =  180 sq. ft.



    360

Large Conference
  1
30’ x 72’  =  2160 sq. ft.



  2160

Small Conference
  1
30’ x 24’  =  720 sq. ft.



    720

Teaching Lab
  2
30’ x 48’  =  1440 sq. ft.



  2880





Total Net Area



           24240


The Department of Mathematical Sciences requires a building or part of a building with a net area of approximately 25,000 square feet. The total cost of such a project (with furniture and equipment) would be about  $4 - 5 million.
