Minutes 
Meeting of Friday November 20, 2009, 9:30am – 10:45am in CBC C128
Department of Mathematical Sciences

Present:  Drs. Amei, Ananda, Bachman, Baragar, Bellomo, Bhatnagar, Burke, Catlin, Cho, Costa, Ding, DuBose, Ghosh, X. Li, J. Li, Muleshkov, Neda, Phanord, Robinette, Sun, Verma, Westveld, and Yang.   Staff:  McNamara, Drake, and Wong.


Meeting starts at 9:35am with 23 faculty in attendance. 

Dr. DuBose:  Announcements/Reminders: 

1. Annual graduate student recruitment:  The department will send out email advertisements to 2,289 potential applicants from GRE list (5/20/2009-02/01/2010).

2. UNLV GA program reorganization: An evolving proposal from the graduate college, which addresses minimum stipends, new policies and procedures, etc., was handed out. 

3. From College Chair’s Meeting: President’s message regarding Associate Professors Review.

4. AMS Spring Western Meetings at UNLV:  April 30, 2011- May 1, 2011 

Apply to AMS to organize a special session. 

5. Lost Opportunities due to budget cuts:  Need feedback.

6. Math Diagnostics and Retention Meetings:  May affect Math Placement Testing and MATH 095 & 096.

Dr. Bellomo moves to approve (seconded by Dr. Bhatnagar) the September 18, 2009 departmental minutes.  The motion is approved unanimously. 

Committee Reports: 

1. Graduate Studies Committee:  Dr. Burke reported that there were 7 applicants for MS admission for spring; 3 were accepted and 4 were not acceptable. 

Dr. DuBose hands the floor to Dr. Bellomo, Undergraduate Studies Committee Chair, to discuss the proposed changes to undergraduate catalog.  

PROPOSED CHANGE: WORDING CHANGE

Currently: "...and it often provides the means and techniques for solving problems. The courses required in the various optional concentrations of the department’s program serve several purposes..."

Proposed: "...and it often provides the means and techniques for solving problems. The courses required the department’s programs serve several purposes..."

Dr. Baragar moves to accept (seconded by Dr. Robinette) the proposed change.  Motion passes unanimously. 

PROPOSED CHANGE: WORDING CHANGE

Currently: "Each student is assigned a faculty advisor and is required to see the advisor at least once a year."  

Proposed:  "Each student must meet with an academic advisor in the college's Advising Center before first declaring their major or minor in the mathematical sciences at UNLV, and are encouraged to seek advising at least once a year thereafter. Students should meet with a faculty advisor as needed."

Dr. Catlin moves to approve (seconded by Dr. Baragar) the proposed change.  

Motion passes (17 yes, 2 no, 2 abstentions). 

PROPOSED CHANGE: REMOVE DEAD CLASS (BS, BS Act Sci, BA)

Currently: This course is one option of the computer programming requirement for our majors.  This course is no longer offered.  It last appeared in the 2006-2008 catalog.

Proposed: Remove it from the list of courses approved for this requirement.

Dr. Cho moves to approve (seconded by Dr. Catlin) the proposed change.  

Motion passes unanimously. 

PROPOSED CHANGE: INCLUDE SCI 101

Currently: No language in the requirement list indicating this course must be taken.

Proposed: Add language to "Notes" section for each degree - "SCI 101 is required for all first-time freshman."

Dr. Catlin moves to approve (seconded by Dr. Bhatnagar) the proposed change.  

Motion fails (1 yes, 15 no, 6 abstentions). 

PROPOSED CHANGE: WORDING CHANGE

Currently: "12 additional credits from 400-level MATH or STAT courses, including two one-year 400-level MATH or STAT sequences."

Proposed: "12 additional credits from 400-level MATH or STAT courses; program of study must include two one-year 400-level MATH or STAT sequences."

Dr. Robinette moves to approve (seconded by Dr. Bhatnagar) the proposed change.  

Motion passes unanimously. 

PROPOSED CHANGE: PREREQUISITE CHANGE FOR MATH 351

Currently: Math 251 and 330

Proposed:  Math 251; and  Math 330 or Math 365

Dr. Robinette moves to approve (seconded by Dr. Costa) the proposed change.  

Motion passes unanimously. 

PROPOSED CHANGE:  PREREQUISITE CHANGE FOR MATH 431

Current Prerequisite:  MATH 283
Proposed options for prerequisites:

1) Initiate a strict prerequisite policy for MATH 431 of MATH 283**  

2) Make 251 a prerequisite for 431, and then revamp MATH 431 to include concepts from MATH 283.

3) Make the prerequisite for MATH 431 to be either MATH 283 or MATH 251 without changing course content.

4) Keep 251 and 283 as the prerequisites, but allow 283 and 431 to be taken concurrently. 

** Committee recommendation, we will notify COE so they might adjust accordingly.

After a long discussion, a straw vote was taken to see the faculty’s stand on the issue. Fifteen were in favor of the option #1, and none for other options (out of 22).

PROPOSED CHANGE:  PREREQUISITE CHANGE FOR STAT 463/663

Current Prerequisite:  MATH 283
Proposed options for prerequisites:

1) Change prerequisite to Math 251 or 283

2) Leave as is**

** Committee recommendation, notify COE

A straw vote was taken to see the faculty’s stand on the issue. Eighteen were in favor of the option #2, and none for #1 (out of 22).

PROPOSED CHANGE: PREREQUISITE CHANGE FOR MATH 455/655

Currently: Math 330 is the only prerequisite listed 

Proposed:  Change prerequisite to Math 251 and Math 330

This change was already passed; the vote was taken in 

Feb 2006 and passed 24 to 0.
PROPOSED CHANGE: TOTAL NUMBER OF CREDITS

Currently:  All degrees (BA, BS, BS Act) have a total of 124 credits.  The University is going towards a total of 120 credits effective Fall 2010.  We have been requested to change if possible.  

Proposed:  Remove 4 credits from general ed electives

Justification: We can remove 4 credits from each program (BS, BA, BS Act) without effecting department/major/core requirements.  They can be taken from general ed electives.

Dr. Robinette moves to approve (seconded by Dr. Bhatnagar) the proposed change.  

Motion passes (20 yes, 2 no, 0 abstentions). 

Dr. Phanord moves to adjourn (seconded by Dr. Costa).


